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Salvation Army 
seeks bell ringers 


The Salvation Army of Metro | 
Detroit is calling on residents to_| 


help fill the need for Red Kettle 
bell ringers this holiday season. 


The group needs to fill more | 


than 50,000 two-hour shifts from 

now through Dec. 24. 
The Salvation 

launched the search for bell 


Army | 


ringers earlier than ever this | 


year to ensure there will be 


enough volunteers stationed at | 


the 300 red kettles that will be 
located throughout Wayne, 
Oakland and Macomb counties. 
The Salvation Army is hoping 
the Ringbell.org volunteer drive 
will help to save $200,000 in 
expenses during the 117th Red 
Kettle fundraising campaign. 
“We know times are tough in 


metro Detroit, but our volunteer 


bell ringers are really the back- 
bone of our Christmas fundrais- 
er,’ said Major Norman 


Marshall, divisional commander | 


for The Salvation Army of Metro 
Detroit. | 

“Donating two hours of time 
to ring a bell can really make a 
difference to support those in 
need.” 

Bell ringing opportunities 
throughout Southeast Michigan 
are posted at www.ringbell.org. 
Anyone can log on, pick a pre- 
ferred location and a two-hour 
shift that is convenient for them. 
Volunteers can sign up for one 
or more two-hour shifts and will 
receive a confirmation email 


| just prior to the selected date. 


Funds raised during the 


| annual Red Kettle Campaign 
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help to assist local families and 
individuals in times of need. 


_ The money also helps maintain 


local services and self-improve- 
ment programs for children and 
adults. 

Founded in 1865 by William 
Booth in London, England, the 
Salvation Army is a faith-based, 
non-profit organization dedicat- 
ed to serving people in need 
without discrimination. At work 
in Michigan since 1887, the 
Salvation Army operates 180 
facilities throughout the state. 
In 2007, these facilities were 
involved in providing more than 
2.8 million meals and 770,314 
nights of shelter for the home- 
less of Southeast Michigan 
alone. The Salvation Army uses 
$.83 of every dollar raised to pro- 
vide direct services to people in 
need each and every day of the 
year, according to the organiza- 
tion. 

For more information about 
the Salvation Army, call (877) 
SAL-MICH or visit 
www.salmich.org. 


Van Buren parks 
receives health grant 

The Van Buren Township 
Parks and Recreation 
Department received a $2,000 
grant recently from the Detroit 


| Wayne County Community 


| Mental Health Agency for the 












| worldoffloorscanton. 


township “Get Up & Get Active” 
program. 

The program is a health and 
wellness program for the youth 
in the community and Van 


| Buren is the only community in 
'western Wayne County to 
) receive the funds, according to 


Bruce Ross, director of parks 
and recreation for the township. 


For more information, contact - 


the recreation department at 
(734) 699-8921. 








Lighting 
the night 


An enjoyable holiday tradition 
will once again enchant resi- 
dents seeking Chrsitmas enjoy- 
ment, or a diversion from a 
recent glut in bad news. The 
Wayne County LightFest — 
which will illuminate Hines Park 
for the entire holiday season, 
will open tonight. The project — 
now 15 years old — is one of the 
most-anticipated holiday events 
in the area. County works have 
spent nearly two months setting 
up the lights. To see the lights, 
go to the Merriman Hollow area 
of the park, near Merriman 
Road and Warren. For the 
entire story, turn to page 3. 


irearms 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Police officers’ duty to qualify 
annually to carry a firearm just got 
a little greener 

Officers at the Wayne County 
Airport Police Department began 
firing off copper rounds after the 
grand opening of the lead-free 
public safety firearm training 








range at Detroit Metropolitan 
Airport in Romulus last week. 

The product of a $2 million 
investment backed by airport 
improvement bonds and drug 
seizure dollars, the new training 
range is part of a four-part public 
safety works on the grounds of the 
largest state airport. 

“Public safety and security is 
always the Airport Authority's top 
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priority,’ said airport CEO Lester 
Robinson. ‘We are proud to. have 
the best-trained public safety offi- 
cers possible, and this new facility 
enhances our ability to provide 
the very best training more effi- 
ciently and sustainably.” 

The 8,215 square foot range pro- 
vides airport police with one of the 


See Range, page 4 


Tax OK prompts growth plans at college 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


The Noy, 4 approval of the Wayne 
County Community College District 
(WCCCD) millage renewal has 
launched a long-term strategic 
growth plan. 

According to college Chancellor 
Dr. Curtis Ivery, the school will iden- 
tify critical areas, such as program 
development, staffing and campus 
improvements, expeditiously, but 
more importantly, right. 

“We are delighted that Wayne 
County voters recognized the need 
aug Comore aid SUED OEE ne Sales 
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Had it not been approved, the board would probably 
have to start to look for services to cut. 


Charles Paddock 





“The district now has the critical 
resources it needs to help build a 
trained workforce for southeastern 
Michigan, to continue to improve 
student oriented facilities, broaden 
offerings and continue to transform 
lives, while helping to build stronger 
futures for the ‘students, businesses 
gud communities. ” 
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The millage, which expires in 
2021, will allow the college to plan 
and pre-plan, according Charles 
Paddock, chairman of the board of 
trustees. 

“Had it not been approved, the 
board would probably have to start 


gee College, page . 4 


See store for details. 
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Casino 
pian still 
viable 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 





Casinos in Romulus will move 
back to the front burner, and 
what’s happening in the auto 
industry and in the state economy 
means that it’s not a moment too 
soon, city officials said Tuesday. 

Mayor Alan Lambert and other 
key city employees will meet with 
the members of the Sioux Indians, 
who hoped to build a casino in the 
city until Congress nixed the plan. 
Also, a partner with the 
Hannahville Tribe has contacted 
the city to possibly move forward 
on a deal that would not require 
congressional approval. 

The big question for the tribes 
— and the city —is “How do we pro- 
ceed?” 

‘We're meeting next week with 
the Sioux Tribe, and I received a 
call from a partner in the 
Hannahville Tribe, and we’re 
excited about these meetings,” 
Lambert said. “With everything 
that’s going on right now, we’re 
not just going to give up.” 

Gaming halls were part of a 


| plan to revitalize the city employ- 


ment picture, and make Romulus 
an entertainment destination for 
western Wayne County. 

However, a House bill that 
would have allowed the Sioux to 
open a casino on non-reservation 
land failed in Congress, mostly 
because of opposition from the 
City of Detroit and concerns about 
the unchecked expansion of gam- 


ing. 








With everything that’s 
going on right now, 
we re not just 
going to give up. 


Mayor Alan Lambert 





Detroit has three casinos with- 
in its borders, and already faces 
stiff competition from Casino 
Windsor, which is located across 
the Ambassador Bridge. 


‘Jobs, jobs, jobs” 

Losses in the manufacturing 
sector — on which Romulus is 
dependent — have taken a toll on 
the city. Aid to the embattled auto- 
mobile industry appeared unlike- 
ly on Tuesday, which makes city 
officials more resolute in terms of 
introducing gaming, Lambert 
said. 

“Tf (the automobile industry) 
doesn’t get the help it needs, it 
could be catastrophic for the 
region and the state,’ Lambert 
Said. 

“We already have hundreds of 
thousands of people out of work 
here in Michigan — we're already 
hurting,” he added. 

The losses mean a variety of 
problems for residents and the 
city — including more foreclosed 
homes, more requests for public 
assistance, and the potential of 


see Gaming, page 4 
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Wayne may see drop in property tax 


Scott Spielman 
Editor 





Despite an increase in the rate of inflation 


in Michigan, taxpayers May still see a drop in : 


taxes next year. 

“JT think you’re going to see a lot of people 
have their taxes fall,” said Wayne City 
Manager John Zech. 

The City of Wayne recently learned that 
the inflation rate modifier for 2009 is 4.4 per- 
cent, he said. The modifier, handed down 
from the State Tax Commission, is applied to 
property values to determine the overall tax 
rate. 

The State Tax Commission develops the 
inflation rate by comparing the general price 
level from the immediately previous fiscal 
year to the one before that. Even so, at a time 
when home values are dropping at an 

unprecedented rate, officials in Wayne said 
they don’t understand how the tax commis- 
sion developed the 4.4 percent modifier— 
which is the highest since Proposal A was 
voted into place in 1995. 











It’s not a true sale. That would hurt other people. 
They look at each transaction to see what really transpired. 
They're doing a lot more work this year. 


Tim McCurley 


‘Tt seems incongruous with the economy,’ 
said Zech. 

“It’s strange but it has happened before,” 
said Tim McCurley, finance director of the 
City of Wayne. 

Municipalities. cannot adopt or use a.dif- 
ferent inflation rate modifier. 

Knowing the inflation rate modifier will 
still not determine if homeowners will see an 
increase or reduction in their taxes in 2009, 
however, since they are essentially calculated 
on a home-by-home basis. Residents who 
have owned their homes for longer than 10 





Miss Van 
Buren Township 


The Van Buren Township Recreation 


© Department, along with former Miss 
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Receive a FREE Medicare Plan Review from a Michigan 
Medicare/Medicaid Assistance Program (MMAP} Counselor. 


>< Review Your Medicare Prescription Plan 
: Benefits Check-Up 
< Find Out if You 1 Qualify for Extra Help 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH, FROM 12 TO 3 PM 
AT THE WESTERN WAYNE FAMILY HEALTH CENTER . 


If you have your Medicare card remember to bring it with you and a list of your medications. 
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Western Wav Family Health Center 


P - 2500 Hamlin Court - Inkster, MI - Ph: (313) 561-5100 Fx: (313) 565-0309 


Michigan Laura Abney, hosted the 
second annual Miss) Van Buren 
Township pageant recently at Belleville 
High School. Twenty-three contestants 
went through various categories and 
competition phases, including private 
interview, party wear, sportswear and 
on-stage question. Winners included: 
Tiny Miss Van Buren Township Molly 
Cote, Little Miss Van Buren Township 
Maria Kasperek (pictured), Miss Teen 
Van Buren Township Courtenay 
Ackley and Miss Van Buren Township 
Aleisha Wells. Also pictured is last 
year’s winner Junior Miss Van Buren 
Township Ciah Green with the 2008 
Junior Miss Van Buren Township — 
Unjanee Wells. Winners will participate 
in the City of Belleville Christmas 
Parade, the Belleville National 
Strawberry Festival and the Van Buren — 
Township Mother/Daughter Tea Party. 









years—where there is likely still a discrepan- 
cy between the assessed value and the State 
Equalizied Value (SEV) may see an increase. 
Those who have owned their homes for a 
shorter period of time will most likely see a 
drop in their overall taxes that reflects the 
current market, McCurley said. 

The other side of the equation is also out 
of local control and is determined as Wayne 
County officials make market assessments of 
neighborhoods throughout the county. Those 
market assessments will most likely show a 
drop in property values, he said, but are not 


finalized until the end of the year They look 

at home sales but do not factor in issues such 
as the number of foreclosed houses because 
they would negatively impact property val- 
ues. 

‘Tt’s not a true sale,’ McCurley said. “That 
would hurt other people. They look at each 
transaction to see what really transpired. 
They’re doing a lot more work this year.” 

The current situation is a by-product of 
Proposal A, which was enacted in 1995 to 
keep property taxes down. After that, increas- 
es in taxes were limited to the rate of infla- 
tion or 5 percent, whichever was lower. Since 
then, the inflation modifier has never been 
higher than 3.7 percent, which was in 2007. 

McCurley said the city would get prelimi- 
nary figures in February, but those could 
change in March, when homeowners have 
the option to take their tax bills to the Board 
of Review. Even so, he said the drop in taxes 
may make for a difficult budget year for 
Wayne and other municipalities. 

“Tt’s good news for the homeowners, but 
bad news for the city,’ he said. 


Operation Warm succeeds 


Operation Warm donations this year 
totaled $3,284 that will be used to buy more 
than 200 coats for children whose families 
are facing hard economic times, officials 
said. 

This is the first year the Van Buren Public 
Schools solicited donations directly from the 
public. For $15, contributors could buy a coat 
for a child who would otherwise have gone 
all winter without one. 

The coat drive this year was a success in 
no small part to two Alternative Education 
composition classes who decided to have a 
competition to see, who could bring in the 
most money for coats. First and second hour 
composition classes brought in an impres- 
sive $1,024 for the coat program, which was 
one third of all donations, according to offi- 
clals. 

“It was incredible what these students 
accomplished in two weeks,” said Paul 
Henning, communications specialist with 
the district. ‘They went out into the commu- 
nity and asked businesses and private citi- 
zens to support this initiative. They need to 
be commended for their selflessness ‘in 
wanting to help those less fortunate than 





A custom cut USDA Choice steak, 
wrapped in bacon and finished 
with a Port Wine Reduction, 


accompanied 


garlic smashed 
red skin potatoes and 
steamed asparagus. 
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themselves.” 

Van Buren Public Schools first partnered 
with Operation, Warm in 2005 when they 
agreed to help distribute coats donated by a 
local business for the children of the district. 
In 2007, that local business was unable to 
donate the coats they had in the past and the 
Belleville Rotary Club members donated 
$2,500 as seed money to grow the program in 
the community. This year is the first year that 
the program is on its own to generate funds 
in this challenging economy. During the last 
three years the schools have been involved 
in providing 967 coats and 400 hats to chil- 
dren of the district. 

Founded in 1998, Operation Warm pro- 
vides new winter coats to children in need 
through strategic partnerships with donors 
and community organizations. Their vision is 
that every child wearing a new winter coat is 
healthy, is able to attend school regularly, 
and has strong self-esteem. Operation Warm 
has distributed more than 375,000 new win- 
ter coats to children living in poverty 
throughout the United States and.the equiv- 
alent of more than $14 million in merehan- 
dise. 


Watch for daily news updates on our website www.journalgroup.com 
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Graded? 


chools to evaluate ‘learning 
communities’ program value 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Van Buren school officials are working to 
get a progress report on the Professional 
Learning Communities (PLC) to see where 
district educational goals are headed. 

A PLC focuses on learning and working 
collaboratively, rather than teaching. The 
report would outline the next action steps 
based on the focus of 
learning, building a collab- 
orative culture and focus- 





about what the district would actually gain, 
which is why she requested a sample report 
from another district. 

“T want to make a note that their informa- 
tion is based on only two to three focus groups 
and our recent assessment of the culture at 
Belleville High School prepared by Wenham 
& Henderson was much more extensive,” she 
said. “I would recommend that before com- 
mitting to this, we are confident that the 
assessment will actually 
provide more direction 
than the results of our 





Fashionable fundraiser 





spring PLC survey, the 
Wenham report and other 
data for driving the direc- 


ing on results, according to 
officials. 
Dave Peer, president of 


The Belleville Business and Professional Women’s group sponsored their annual fash- 
ion show recently to generate funds for the scholarship program. Each year, the group 
gives away scholarships to a high school senior and a woman who would like to go 


It’s been quite a debate on 
whether or not the district 







the board of education, is getting their money's iony som the. PEGs: back to school or enter the workforce. Models included members like Kathie 
said school officials have Otherwise we are siphon- Steigerwald and Joyce Rochowiak. The event also included an auction and dinner at 
debated for two years now worth and if ing off time that could be the Woodland of Van Buren. Photos by Ken Garner 
about where they are and they're on track. spent on supporting the 
where they aren't with the staff development of our 
PLE | PLGs.” 

Dave Peer 


“It’s been quite a 
debate on whether or not 
the district is getting their 
money’s worth and if they're on track,” he 
sald. 

Board member Bob Binert said there 
seems to be more of a problem at Belleville 
High School as to where they're at with the 
learning communities. 

“If we understand the whole process, then 
why do they want the survey to be done,” he 
said. “It would be to our benefit to look at a 
sample survey at the high school. 

“Also, what's our expectation of when we 
get periodic reports on how the PLC is oper- 
ating,” Binert added. 

Linda Olson, director of personnel for the 
district, said a consultant cost per building is 
about $8,900. She said she was concerned 





A facilitation team 
would come out to the 
school for analysis and an 
on-site visit and the final report will offer per- 
sonalized next steps citing accomplishments 
and strengths. The report will also recom- 
mend high-leverage steps designed to 
improve the collective staff capacity to func- 
tion as a PLC, according to officials. 

“Tt might not hurt to have someone come in 
and say this is where we are, what we should 
do and what might help to resolve it,” said 
Peer. “What are our expectations and what 
are we doing to move forward is something 
we've been struggling with for a long time.” 

‘“T know what we want in a generalized way, 
but I’m not really seeing it from the staff,” said 
Binert. “Hopefully the report will shed some 
light on that.” 






















Library begins ‘Books on Wheels’ delivery (Q,"*==— 








Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Books are on the move in. 


Belleville: Lim nee 

In an effort to provide easy 
library access, staff members at the 
Fred C. Fischer Library have start- 
ed a “Books on Wheels” program. 

The program will deliver any 
kind of book to any person unable to 
travel to the library in person, 
according to Michelle Wloch, circu- 
lation supervisor at the library. 

“Tt’s still in the works, but we 
really see that there’s a need,” she 
said. “It’s very flexible how it works, 
too. They can get a load of books for 
a couple months and then change 
them out as they please.” 

Wloch said library staff members 
are trying to target places and peo- 
ple who obviously need the pro- 
gram first, such as nursing homes, 
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LIVONIA URGENT CARE 
; 37595 SEVEN MILE RD. 
| LIVONIA, MI 48152 
734-542-6100 
734-542-6102 (FAX) 
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_ URGENT CARE MANAGEMENT 
_ LIST OF SERVICE LOCATIONS 


WOODLAND URGENT CARE 
22341 W. EIGHT MILE RD. 
DETROIT, MI 48219 
313-384-8700 


DEARBORN URGENT CARE 
| 5728 SCHAEFER AD., STE. 103 
DEARBORN, MI 48126 


WWW.LIVONIAURGENTCARE.COM 





assisted living facilities, private resi- 
dences and senior apartments. The 
first to use the program was 
Columbia Court apartments: 

Anyone in Belleville, Sumpter 
Township and Van Buren Township 
who would like library services, but 
is unable to get to the library, can 
participate, officials said. 

“They can get any type of book 
for a certain amount of time and 
we'll pull it off the shelf for them 
and bring it; how long they keep it is 
flexible, as well,” said Wloch. “As 
long as youre in the area, have trou- 
ble transporting and have the need, 
they can use this; it’s for any age.” 

Officials decided to start Books 
on Wheels as part of the 5-year 
library plan and to cover their qual- 
ity services checklist, according to 
Library Director Debra Green. 

“Libraries are for everyone and 





549° 


~ 30 MINUTE < 
4 


URGENT CARE 
GUARANTEE! 





SOUTHGATE URGENT CARE 
15777 NORTHLINE RD., STE. 100 
SOUTHGATE, MI 48195 
734-324-7800 
734-324-7801 (FAX) 
WWW.SOUTHGATEURGENTCARE.COM 


8944 MACOMB 


734-365-5200 


Uninsured? 


ALL INCLUSIVE 


WIE 


Includes Xrays, Dr. Visit, Lab 
(mention this ad) 
Only at Western Wayne Urgent Care 





WESTERN WAYNE URGENT CARE 
2050 N. HAGGERTY RD., STE 140 
CANTON, MI 48187 
734-259-0500 
734-259-0505 (FAX) 
WWW.WESTERNWAYNEURGENTCARE.COM 


poor : ; OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - 8 AM - 10 PM 
ditt - Bediainics « Injuries ¢ [Illnesses * On-site Lab & X-rays 


| SPORTS PHYSICALS 


FLU SHOTS $25 


($25 per person or medicare covered) 


M-F 9am to 5pm 





GROSS ILE URGENT CARE 


GROSSE ILE, MI 48138 


if they can’t get here, we can still 
serve them,’ she said.:““Now, allbbwe 
need is the clients.” 


| bfhthought it was neat,” said * 


Wloch. “I thought we could target 
the “Meals on Wheels” crowd to 
start. 

“In the future I would love to 
have the service in place and books 
sitting on the shelf here, but I don't 
know where we're headed (with the 
program), but we’re willing to see 
where” she added. 

Green also said the Fred C. 
Fischer Library is currently break- 
ing the records on circulation, 
Internet use and programs and 
Services. 

‘We still don’t have enough space 
for books here so we’re shifting 
around things,” she said. “We still 
hope the three communities can 
work something out for the district 
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FINANCING 
AVAILABLE! 


180 DAYS SAME AS CASH 


Credit Problems? 
Bankruptcy? 

NO PROBLEM!!! 

We can designasystem | 
and a budget plan just for you! 


library board, but I’m optimistic 
beeause nobody disputes the need 
here, ‘all you-have to' do is come m 
here’ | Lisa 

hee Book on Wheels has 
already generated interest. 

‘Everybody loves a good book,” 
said Wloch. “When we brought the 
books to Columbia Court, the resi- 
dents walked around and descend- 
ed around the box of books, looking 
at them and that’s what it’s all 
about.” 

The program is also in need of 
volunteers to deliver books. 
Volunteers must have a valid dri- 
ver’s license, ability to drive in all 
three communities and their own 
transportation. 

For more information about the 
program or to volunteer, contact 
Wloch at the library at (734) 699- 
3291. 
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Lifetime Heat Exchanger Guarantee 
10 Year FREE Parts & Labor Contract 
(On Select Units) 


EATERS suet xc 


DETROIT’S BEST 
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ALLLOUNGER. SEATS. ALL STADIUM SEATING 
ALL DIGITAL SOUND 


54 10°4.50 
ALL SEATS 


EXCEPT ADULT EVENING 


Free drink refills & 25¢ corn refills 
pai MOVIE 
GIFT CARDS 


available at the bax affice 

4 Now thru Dev 3h 
bonus $1.00 concession coupon 
for every $10.00 in gift cards 


SHOWTIMES 11/21 -11/25 € No passes 


MET- LA DAMNATION DE FAUST LIVE 
SATURDAY 11/22 1:00 PM 
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eFREE Humidifier And Digital Thermostat 
With Installation Of Furnace & Central Air 


313-846-8400 
313-846-8413 (FAX) 
WWW.DEARBORNURGENTCARE.COM 
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Jealousy may have fueled fatal home fire 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


A jealous rage may have fueled 
an inferno that claimed the life ofa 
52-year-old woman at a home on 
the 28000 block of Rosewood Street 
early Monday morning, police said. 

A 63-year-old woman who lives 
two doors from the site of the blaze 
is now in custody under suspicion 


that she used accelerants to start . 


the fire at the bungalow at 28227 
Rosewood, with her former 
~ boyfriend and his new companion 
inside. 

The boyfriend, whom neighbors 
called “Mr. Lee” was able to escape 
the flames although his girlfriend 
52-year-old Denise Robinson — 
was overcome by smoke and died 
at the scene, said Fire Chief Mare 
Hubanks. 

“The man who lived at the home 
was on the front lawn, and he told 
us there was someone inside,’ he 
said. “She (Robinson) was discov- 


ered in the upstairs bedroom.” 

Though the investigation is 
ongoing, Hubanks said accelerant 
was detected on the front porch. 

“The fire burned the hottest on 
the porch,” he said. - 

Det. Tony Delgreco of the joint 
police-fire arson unit, said the fire 
was suspicious, and that the sus- 
pect would likely be charged with 
felony murder and arson for setting 
the home on fire knowing someone 
was Inside. 

“This was all about jealousy,’ he 
said. 

Witnesses apparently told police 
about constant fighting between 
the suspect and her former 
boyfriend. A police canine also 
tracked the scent of accelerants to 
the suspect’s home. This led inves- 
tigators to arrest the woman hours 
after the crime, as stunned neigh- 
bors looked on. 

As of Tuesday afternoon, the 
woman had not yet been charged 
with a crime, but was in custody at 


Calendar of events 


Tree lighting scheduled 


Romulus will begin the holiday season on Friday, when Santa 


makes his official arrival in the city. 


The annual tree lighting will take place beginning at 5 p.m. at the 
Romulus Historie Park. Santa will arrive, and will accept a Rey to the 
city from Mayor Alan Lambert, at 6 p.m. 

During the event, the historic Kingsley House will be open free of 

charge for all residents. The house will be decorated for the holiday 
season, and the Golden Griffon Stringtet will provide entertainment 

Afterward, the Romulus Progressive Club will open the 
Progressive Hall to enjoy light refreshments while Santa hears chil- 
dren’s wishes. The Lincoln Park Train Club, formerly the Trenton 
Train Club, will have train displays set up for viewing. 

Other entertainment includes “Ministry in Motion’ dancers and 
craft making, both of which are Romulus Parks and Recreation 


Departinent programs. 


Refreshments and gift bags for children will'be provided courtesy 
ofthe Romulus Parks and Recreation Department. 
Photos with Santa ($2 each) will be available, but the remainder 


of the program is free. 


The Historical Park is located on Hunt Street near the post office. 
Progressive Hall is HOSS a located at 11580 Ce Road, near Five 


| Points. 
Fall book club anounced 


The Second Monday Book Club will continue book discussions 
throughout the winter months. The book club meets from 7-8:15 p.m. 
the second Monday of each month to discuss various books at the 


library. 


Selections include: Mz; Paradise By Elmore Leonard, which will 
be discussed on Nov. 10; Death of Ivan Ilyich by Leo Tolstoy, which 
will be discussed Dec. 8; American Detective: An Amos Walker 
Mystery by Loren D.Estleman, which will be discussed Jan. 12; 
Ladies of Laberty by Cokie Roberts, which will be discussed Feb. 9; 
Thief of Souls by Ann Benson, which will be discussed March 9; and 
Anatomy of a Murder by Robert Traver, which will be discussed April 


13. 


Book discussions are free and open to those 18 and up. Readers 


need not register in advance. 


The library will have copies of the books, or will assist partici- 
pants in obtaining an inter-library loan copy. 
The Romulus Library is located at 11121 Wayne Road, next door 


to the Romulus City Hall. 


For more information, call the library at (734) 941-3575. 


Flu shots offered 


Sav-On Drug stores throughout metro Detroit are sponsoring flu 
clinics in November and December. Flu shots are $25 this year, and 
pneumonia shots will be offered for $35. 

Payment options include cash, check and credit card, as well 


Medicare and medical insurances. 


The clinics are open to the public for people 14 and older Fora 
weekly listing of flu clinics, visit flushotealendarcom or call 1-877- 


SAV ON 2 U (877-728-6628.) 


For more information, call (734) 941-0755. 


— Events are compiled by Staff Writer Molly Tippen. 
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reduced property tax revenues. 

Those revenues pay for servic- 
es like police and fire, and so far, 
the city has been able to hold the 
line on laying off personnel, 
Lambert said. 

Councilman William 
Wadsworth said he believes the 
area would be helped immensely 
by a casino, whether the automo- 
bile industry is bailed out or not. 

“T'm behind it 100 percent, but 
will it happen? Only the future 
will tell,” he said. 

‘What I can say is that it should 
be allowed to happen no matter 
What the economics are,” 
Wadsworth added. “It would put 
3,300 people back to work — and 


they would have insurance, and ° 


they'd be able to spend money. 
What we need here is jobs, jobs, 
jobs.” 

Casinos could be one panacea 
for those issues, city officials said. 


A combined development could 
generate 3,000 jobs for area resi- 
dents, and could spur offshoot 
development that would improve 
the city tax base and bring addi- 
tional jobs. 

There is the prospect that the 
re-introduction of a bill that would 
again allow for the development of 
a casino on non-reservation could 
take place once President-elect 
Barack Obama’s administration, 
and a slew of new legislators — 
take control in Washington. 


Casino suffering 

In Detroit, there is speculation 
that Greektown Casinos — which is 
currently in Chapter 11 bankrupt- 
cy reorganization — could run out 
of money to operate, or complete 
several construetion projects. 

Lambert doesn’t think adding a 
casino in Romulus would dilute 
the moneymaking prospects for 
Romulus or Detroit. 

“There are three casinos down- 
town,’ he said. ‘We are in a differ- 
ent area, and a casino here would 
draw different people.” 











| received a text message that she had been 
murdered, and I’m shocked. She was such a 
nice woman — and she said she was going to file 
a police report (about the stalking). 


Kristina Hamilton 


ee 


the Inkster jail. Her name is being 
withheld pending charges. 

At the home Monday afternoon, 
area residents who knew Robinson 
and her companion were shocked 
about the nature of the crime. 

“T can’t believe anything like this 
would happen in our neighborhood 
— everyone was family here,” said 
Kristina Hamilton, 20, who lived in 
the community for several years. 

Hamilton, who said she had 
dated the victim’s son, said 
Robinson had told her she felt she 


was being stalked by the suspect. 


“T received a text message that 
she had been murdered, and [’m 
shocked. She was such a nice 
woman — and she said she was 
going to file a police report (about 
the stalking).”’ 

Sarah Kuykendall, who made 
the 911 call to police to report the 
fire, said she too was bewildered by 
the events in her neighborhood. 

“Tt’s hard to believe that any- 
thing like that would happen here,” 
she said. 

Hamilton said she watched as 
investigators removed boxes of evi- 





dence, which is currently being 
tested at the Michigan State Police 
Crime Laboratory in Northville. 

The suspect’s son was also sur- 
prised at the accusations. Troy 
Garrison, 44, said he believed his 
mother was innocent. 

“It’s easy for people to assign 
blame,” he said. “She hasn’t gone 
out with him for two years, and 
she’s innocent.” 

Robinson lived across the street 
from where the fire occurred, and 
was a mother. Residents in the area 
believe that she was employed as a 
nurse. 

Hamilton said that when the fire 
began, residents didn’t initially 
think a crime had been committed, 
but fire burned, they slowly real- 
ized Robinson was in trouble. 

“Everyone came out to look at 
what was happening, except for 
her,” said Hamilton. 

Check for updates on this story 
at www.journalgroup.com. 


Group faces controversy in Westland 


Meghan Chatham 
Staff Writer 


Two local residents involved in a 
recall effort aimed at five Westland 
officials argued Monday that elec- 
tion rules were an attempt to sub- 
vert their campaign. 

According to Save Our 
Neighborhood (SON) organizer 
and Westland resident Donna 
DeWitt, the group purposely start- 
ed their signature collection 
process prior to the November 
election so that they would be able 
to take advantage of what was 
expected to be a record turnout at 
the polls. They needed to collect 
6,818 signatures to get recall ques- 
tions targeting Mayor Bill Wild, City 
Council President James Godbout, 
and councilmen Michael Kehrer, 
Bill Johnson, and Dewey Reeves 


. . placed on the ballot. ; 
oe &dWe felt confident we Were. 


going to get enough (signatures),” 
said DeWitt. ‘The petitions at the 
polls were going to give us a big 
boost.” 

State law says only that, ‘‘a per- 
son shall not...request or obtain 
signatures on petitions in the 


- polling room or in a compartment 


connected to the polling room or 


within 100 feet from any entrance 
to the building in which the polling 
place is located.” As a result, she 
argued that the group was treated 
unfairly because they were not 
allowed to collect signatures any- 
where on school property on the 
day of the election. 

“Our group scattered,” she said. 
“They were terrified if they went 
up to the polls they would be 

The bottom line, said Westland 
City Clerk Eileen DeHart, is that 
although the city is allowed to uti- 
lize school space to host the elec- 
tions they "must do so within the 
confines of the policies set forth by 
school district, which owns the 
property. 

“They're very gracious to sched- 
ule their half days around major 
elections,” said DeHart. “The least 
we can do is abide by their rules.” 

_ Wayne-Westland School 
Superintendent Gregory Baracy 
confirmed Tuesday that the district 
does have policies in place to pro- 
hibit political activity on school 
grounds, including petitioning. 

“Circulating petitions to recall 
somebody is political,” said Baracy, 
adding that the district had previ- 
ously sought a legal opinion on the 


matter. “It’s no different from peo- 
ple trying to put campaign signs on 
school grounds.” 

DeWitt disagreed, arguing that 
both state and county election 
workers, whom she declined to 
name, told her otherwise. 

DeWitt and fellow activist Judy 
McKinney also spoke up in opposi- 
tion to the council position that dis- 
cussing the recall effort at the podi- 
um during city meetings was a 
form or campaigning and, as such, 
wasn't permissible. According to 
Godbout, however, no one has been 
prevented from having his or her 
say and the rule helps ensure that 
city business can be accomplished. 

“Our meetings are conducted in 
a businesslike atmosphere,” he 
said. ‘““We want to keep it that way.” 

Claiming that funding prevent- 
ed the group from hiring an attor- 
ney to continue the recall effort 
and challenge: the school:distriet, 
DeWitt called upon Godbout, 
DeHart, Westland City Attorney 
Angelo Plakas, and Wild to resign. 
None of the officials obliged. 

“We still haven’t decided what to 
do,” said DeWitt. “If nothing else, 
we can resubmit the exact same 
language again this summer. We're 
kind of taking it day by day.” 





College 
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to look for services to cut,’ he said. 
“Classes and programming are 
where the expansion will take 
place.” 

Ivery said the economy, the need 
to retrain workers, plus the value of 
the community college helped drive 
the positive vote. 

“There 1s a tremendous need.in 
southeastern Michigan in general,” 
he said. “We're uniquely situated to 
serve students in an important way.” 

Growth of the college, which has 
gone from 500 students to 7,000, can 


be attributed to different classes, 
which are not just for older students, 
either, officials said. 

“The college has grown from a 
primarily older student basé to now 
when you look at it, it’s vibrant,” said 
Paddock. ‘‘There’s a good mix and 
you have so many younger students 
coming right out of high school.” 

Another factor for securing fund- 
ing is focusing on gaining re-accredi- 
tation. The college is accredited now, 
but that acereditation needs to be 
renewed every 10 years, which this 
millage will provide. 

As for further future millage 
plans, a lot will depend upon the 
campuses, which include the west- 


ern campus in Belleville, along with 
Taylor, Southfield and Detroit, loca- 
tions. Classes will be tailored to meet 
the market and needs of the region, 
like concentrating on_ the 
Aerotropolis concept for a high-tech 
alternative energy kind of curricu- 
lum, officials said. 

“We have an unwavering commit- 
ment to transparency and accounta- 
bility in all our operations,” said 
Ivery. “This commitment will prevail 
as we create and implement a plan 
that makes us a national leader in 
the coming decade.” 


Editor Scott Spielman contributed 
to thas story. 
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safest, and most convenient facili- 
ties in the area, said Scott Wintner, 
a spokesman for the airport police. 

“Every airport in the country 
has certain law enforcement 
needs, and we have added securi- 
ty concerns,” he said. ‘Just like any 
other police department, we have 
a need to make sure officers are 
well-trained. In the past, we were 
using other people’s facilities — 
mostly the county’s (range) at 
Henry Ruff (Road) and Michigan 
Avenue.” 

In Michigan, police officers are 
required to qualify with a trained 
firearms specialist each year to 
carry a firearm on duty. 

Though the airport police are 
not a municipal force, there are 
several officers on site who need 
to complete this task, Wintner said. 
In all, about 100 sworn and civilian 
individuals are employed by the 
Airport Police. They police an air- 
port that sees about 36 million 
people pass through the gates, or 
about 100,000 individuals per day. 

The new facility is outfitted 
with state of the art equipment, 
but another concern was in mind 
at the airport: the possibility of 
lead exposure from the constant 





We don't believe anyone 
was put at risk. The officers 
who used a range arent 
likely to be exposed, but 
you have to be concerned 
about the range officer. The 
way this facility was built, 
it’s not even a concern. 


Scott Wintner 





firing of bullets. To ensure the 
safety of officers who use the 
range and those who work inside 
full-time, the building is set-up to 
be entirely lead-free. 

“We used to have to send 
employees to be tested for lead,” 
Wintner said. ‘““We don’t believe 
anyone was put at risk. The offi- 
cers who used a range aren't likely 
to be exposed, but you have to be 
concerned about the range officer. 
The way this facility was built, it’s 
not even a concern.” 

Conventional training ranges 





utilize traditional lead-based 
ammunition. Officers training at 
the new airport range will use spe- 
cial, lead-free equipment that 
reduces exposure to toxic metals 
and precludes the need for cum- 
bersome, expensive cleaning and 
maintenance procedures. The 
bullets used at the site will be 
made entirely of copper, which 
Wintner said is more expensive, 
but also safer 

The special frangible ammuni- 
tion—known as Reduced-Hazard 
Training Ammunition (RH'TA)— 
turns to copper dust upon impact 
with ballistic steal paneling on the 
back of the range. That copper 
dust can then be collected and 
recycled. 

Because no toxic materials are 
present, maintenance of the facili- 
ty can be accomplished by Airport 
Authority maintenance crews 
rather than requiring service by 
special HAZMAT crews. 

Robinson said the building is 
an example of forward-thinking 
environmental and fiscal initia- 
tives at the airport. 

“Although the RHTA costs 
about 30 to 40 percent more than 
traditional ammunition, the sav- 
ings in operation and mainte- 
nance expenses it provides will 
reduce the total cost to operate the 
facility in the long run,” he said. 
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Election results will bring changes to area 


Across the Detroit metro area, a time of change will begin 


this week. 


This is the week when those who were successful at their 


respective township elections are sworn into office. The elec- 
tions are over, the victories celebrated, the losses dissected 
and mourned. Now it’s time to get to work. 

There will be new people on the board in Plymouth 
Township, Canton Township, Northville Township and Van 


Buren Township, the result of retirements in some communi- 
ties, missed opportunities in others and the plain old desire 


for change. 





There are challenging times ahead—tocal gov- 
emments are only just now beginning fo experi- , 
ence the full impact of the soft housing market. 
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township as the new supervisor 
In Van Buren, most of the incumbents ran on the ‘King 


Team’ slate—and were defeated in the August primary. 


Incoming Supervisor Paul White has arguably the toughest 
job to fill, overseeing a township and a board of trustees that 
lost most of its experience. Things may not be pretty down 
there for a while. 

The most important thing to remember in this coming 


time is that the campaigns are over. It’s time to get to work, 
forget about the past and learn to work together, no matter 
what kinds of animosity existed only a few months before. 





Of particular interest in the coming years will be the com- 


munities that saw the most change: Canton Township and 
Van Buren Township. In Canton, Supervisor Tom Yack is 
retiring, as is Treasurer Elaine Kirchgatter. Incumbent 
Trustee Todd LaJoy lost out on a bid to get eleeted to the state 
Legislature and incumbent Karl Zarbo was unsuccessful in 


Recall 
effort 1s 
baseless 


Members of the Wayne- 
Westland School board are in the 
position they didn’t want: facing 
down an attempted recall election. 

A group called the Wayne- 
Westland Parents for Quality 
Education is pushing to recall 
President Martha Pitsenbarger 
and Vice-President Skip Monit— 
and, soon, William Gabriel and 
Cindy Schofield—because of deci- 
sions that led to the current state 
of the district. 

They've pushed members of the 
school board at recent meetings, 
wondering how they can spend 
money on updating facilities when 
teacher contracts are still out- 
standing) They question how they 
can pay administrators so much 
when they claim beginning teach- 
ers in the district make less than 
entry level instructors elsewhere. 
In a flyer distributed around 
Halloween, they claim that the 
board cares more about an educa- 
tion that looks good than a good 
education. 

Sorry, Charlie, but this is a 
ridiculous waste of time that will 
have long-term negative effects on 
the community. 

We’re not putting down the 
recall election process. It’s an 
important part of the checks and 
balances of government at all lev- 
els. 

We’re just putting it down in 
this case. 

It’s sad that people want to pun- 
ish the board for doing such a good 
job during these troubling eco- 
nomic times. In an age when most 
districts can’t keep up with infra- 
structure needs, the Wayne- 
Westland district has managed to 
update all their facilities—bring- 
ing schools in line with the more 
modern districts around us. Many 
buildings have never looked bet- 
ter, thanks to a voter-approved 
millage that cannot be used on 
salaries of any type in the first 
place. 

It’s sad that people are upset 
with the amount school or district 
administrators are paid. They've 
shown the kind of fiscal oversight 
during this time of increasing costs 


See Recall, page 6 
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his bid for re-election, as well. That leaves three trustees with 
little government experience to join Todd Caccamo, Terry 
Bennett and Melissa McLaughlin—who was elected to fill 
Kirchgatter’s post. Phil LaJoy, the former trustee and term- 
limited state representative, will take over the helm of the 


There are challenging times ahead—local governments are 
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Stalled car purchase is no ‘fiesta’ 


As I write this, members of the Big Three 
automakers are about to head into a Senate 
panel discussion on a proposed bailout of the 
American auto industry. 

I’m not the kind of guy that can weigh in on 
the political nuances of this proposal, the 
socio-economic factors, the union versus non- 
union battle or the impact it would have 
nationally and globally. 

I ean say this, though: at times, I don’t have a 
lot of sympathy for the American auto industry. 
I think many of their problems are of their own 
making. You can probably say that about other 
industries that require help from the govern- 
ment to stay afloat, too—and I think the news- 
paper industry is nearly in the same pickle, 
self-imposed problems and all. 

I offer a single example of this. I am reluc- 
tantly entering the market for a new car— 
reluctantly, because I don’t really want to tack 
on a car payment since I work for an industry 


Welcome back Mx Vellucci, welcome back 
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that I just mentioned is in need of a govern- 
ment bailout. I’m a practical guy, modest in my 
means. I’m looking for an entry level, servicea- 
ble hatchback, because I’m not a sedan guy 
and I’m too cheap to give all my money to the 
oil companies if I manage to afford an SUV. I 
live in Wayne, I work in Wayne, I hang out in 
Wayne. The City of Wayne is primarily support- 
ed by the Ford Motor Co.—the three plants 
here provide more than 60 percent of its tax 
base—so I would like to support that automak- 
er. Except Ford doesn’t have an entry-level 
hatchback. The closest they will come is in 
2010, when the revamped Fiesta is on the mar- 
ket. 

When I think of my particular market seg- 
ment, my eye is more often attracted to over- 
seas vehicles—the Mini Cooper, the Honda Fit, 
things like that—models that tend to get better 
mileage, too. 

That being said, I think the loan requested 


only just now beginning to experience the full impact of the 
soft housing market. Budget shortfalls are projected every- 
where. The citizenry is nervous. 

This is not a time to point the blame on the past. It’s a time 
to come together and do what’s right for the future. 









by automakers is obviously 
important. It should come 
with conditions, though. It 
should come with the caveat that it is used to 
create more fuel-efficient vehicles, more types 
of hybrids—things that will not only help the 
environment in the long term, but foster anew 
alternative energy based economy that we can 
capitalize on here in Michigan. And yes, it 
should be tied to union wage cuts and other 
kinds of concessions. I don’t think the auto 
companies are in any position to take a hard 
stance on this. Ron Gettlefinger, president of 
the UAW makes a point when he says that the 
rescue of the nation’s financial institutions did- 
n’t include such a stipulation, but this is an 
entirely different industry. 

How all this shakes out is up for the big wigs 
to decide. Me? I'd just like to be able to buy a 
nice, practical car that was made down the 
block and sold across the street. 
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Hold the press, back the truck 
up and start buying tickets because 
everyone’s favorite coach is behind 
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the bench again. 

After nearly a year away from 
the ice, Plymouth Whaler General 
Manager and President Michael 
Vellucci is back in the driver’s seat 
again as the team head coach. 

Thank the hockey gods (would 
they be considered demigods since 
this is the minor leagues) for 
returning the franchise’s most suc- 
cessful coach back to power. 

Let’s hope he can steer the team 
back on course—preferably the one 
the team followed all the way to the 
Ontario Hockey League champi- 
onship in 2007—and away from the 
cliff departing coach Greg Stefan 
was headed for 

It’s not clear if Stefan decided to 
take a scouting position with the 
Carolina Hurricanes on his own or 
it was decided for him. Either way 
it was the right choice since the 
Red Wing legend wasn’t cut out to 
be a head coach. 

The numbers prove it. 

Vellucci led the team to a 16-10 
record through November of last 
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year before turning the team over 
to Stefan in December. The team 
then went, 18-24 the rest of the way 
and lost four straight playoff games 
in March under Stefan’s command. 

This year Stefan was 6-13— 
including losing seven of the last 
eight contests—and was currently 
in last place of the Western 
Conference’s West Division before 
stepping aside. 

That is a far ery form Vellucci’s 
49-14-2-3 record in the 2006-07 cam- 
paign. The team won the OHL 
Championship and represented 
the league in the Canadian Hockey 
League’ Memorial Cup series. He 
earned Coach Of the Year honors 
for the 2007 team accomplish- 
ments. And we here at The Journal 
Newspapers named him Sports 
Newsmaker of the Year in 2007. 
Let’s not forget the 246-132-37-22 
lifetime record he carries with him. 

Granted, I respect Vellucci’s 
decision to step down last 
December to spend more time with 
family, but I hope his family is 


understanding 
enough to real- 
ize the Whalers 
need him on the bench. Something 
tells me he probably missed it a lit- 
tle bit, too. 

He hasn’t even been absent from 
the bench an entire year but we’ve 
missed him dearly as I’m sure the 
fans did, too. 

Moving on. 

There is no reason for the 
Whalers’ struggles. The bench 1s 
stacked with players that know how 
to win like team captain, center, 
Chris Terry; alternate captain and 
defender Michael Jordan; left 
wingers and alternate captains AJ 
Jenks and Joe Gaynor; and right 
winger and alternate captain 
Kaine Geldart 

The Carolina Hurricanes select- 
ed both Terry and Jordan and 
Jenks is a Florida Panther pick. 
Gaynor and Geldart are eligible for 
the 2009 draft. 


| by Mente | 
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and stagnant revenues that have 
kept district services in place. 
These are jobs unlike any in the 
private sector, where they are 
essentially on duty seven days a 
week, 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year, where they are responsible 
to hundreds of employees and 


accountable to thousands of peo- 
ple. It’s silly that they would then 
tack this argument onto teachers’ 
salaries, since they are linked. 
This is the way the union system is 
set up: the more you pay your 
teachers, the more you have to pay 
those who supervise them. It’s 
simple economics. 

Still, none of that seems to mat- 
ter If this recall goes forward, or 
worse yet, these long-serving 
members are ousted from office, it 


will be a bad thing for the commu- 
nity. It will make it less likely that 
good people will run for office. 

Perhaps the ultimate irony 
here is that a group called the 
Wayne-Westland Parents for 
Quality Education is trying to oust 
parents that have actually stood 
up for quality education through- 
out their political careers. 

We just hope this is a vocal 
minority and the remainder of us 
have a bit more sense. 


Welcome 
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The Whalers also have one of 
the top goalies in the league with 
returning star Jeremy Smith—a 
Nashville Predator selection. Plus, 
the team also has an A-list of young 


talent. 

So there were no excuses for 
Stefan’s failures. 

All the pieces are there and 
hopefully Vellucci isn’t too rusty to 
fit them together and work some of 
that hockey magic he did two sea- 
sons ago. 

Welcome back Mr. Vellucci, wel- 
come back. 


Watch for daily news updates on our website www.journalgroup.com 











CLASSIFIED 


WAYNE 


OAKLAND MANOR 
APARTMENTS 


SOFA & LOVESEAT SET 
NEW in plastic & crate. 


Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools Open Positions 


Jessie. Tricia(Robert), 
Timothy, Michelle, Latasha 


children: Mrs. Rhonda (Marc) 4045 Columbus 


1. Obituaries 








Evelyn Lilly, age 93 was 

born on Feb. 12,1915 in 

Moberly, MO and passed 
away on November 9, 2008 
in Winchester, CA. She was 
preceded in death by her 
husband Elmer Lilly, son 


Marvin, grandson _ Darin, 
grandson Thomas. Cary 
Marsh, her parents, 5 broth- 
ers and 5 sisters. She is sur- 
vived by daughters Kathleen 
Marsh of Dearborn Heights, 
MI, Norma Jean Conklin of 
Westland, MI, son Robert 
Lilly (Sherrie) of Winchester, 
CA, 12 grandchildren, 27 
great grandchildren and 21 
great-great grandchildren. 
Evelyn was a resident of 
Westland, MI from 1943 to 
1997. Starting in 1997 she 
and her husband Elmer were 
going to live 6 months in CA 
and 6 months in MI. She was 
a retired postal clerk who 
worked in the Westland post 


Washington of Detroit,MI. Mr. 


John O. Davis Jr, Ms. | (Lashawn), Steven Clayshon as follows: Full Warranty NOVEMBER SPECIAL 1 Bedroom apt 
Anastasia Davis, and Mr. | and a Godson, Vern Wells; 4 Custodian-Testing and $450 till December 1st., $500/Month 
Marco Davis all of Inkster, Ml; | brothers, Pastor Curtis interview required. General Large One Bedrooms, Tenant pays Gas/Elec. 
two dear adopted sons: Mr. | Borders (Leevern), Donnell. knowledge of custodial NEW 5 Pc. Cherry Starting at $495/mo., NO DEPOSIT! 


Lynel Davis and Mr. Mario 
Davis of Inkster,MI. Six broth- 
ers: Mr. Emmett(Bertha) 
Davis of Rochester, N.Y., Mr. 
Jesse Davis, Mr. William 
(Ruby) Davis and Mr. Franklin 
Davis all of Inkster, Ml; Mr. 
Sandy (Rochelle) Davis of 
Westland, MI and Mr. Robert 
(Hattie) Davis of 
Memphis,TN. Two sisters: 
Ms. Alice Rogers of Inkster,MI 
and Ms. Barbara Davis of 
Blytheville, Arkansas. Seven 
grandchildren: Ms. Marquel 
Washington, Mr.  Jerrell 
Davis, Mr. Devin Davis, 
Ms.Dazasia Davis, Mr. Marc 
Washington Il, Little Miss 
Dezaria Leali and Little 
Master Dynzeil Davis. One 
aunt: Mrs. Easter 
Washington of Memphis, TN. 
One Uncle: Mr. Sam Middle- 
brooks of Cleveland, Ohio 
and a host of 
nephews,nieces, cousins 
and family members. Beulah 
Missionary Baptist Church 
5651 Mibblebelt Rd., 
Westland, MI, Rev. Kenneth 
C. Pierce, Officiating 

Penn Funeral Home, 3015 S. 
Inkster, Inkster, MI, Mr. James 
H. Penn & Son, Directors, 
313-278-6300, Interment, Mt. 
Hope Memorial Gardens, 


17840 Middlebelt, Livonia, MI 





office for 14 years. She was a 
gracious and giving person, 
was loved by many and will 
be greatly missed.Her final 
resting place will be Felps 
Chapel in Moberly, MO. 
There will be a memorial 
service in Moberly, MO at a 
future date. 





Sunrise: February 13, 1976 
Sunset: November 5, 2008 





February 19, 1963- 

October 27, 2008 

Kimberly Turner Morris is sur- 
vived by her husband Darryl, 
and her daughter Khristian 
and son Khristopher. Also 
surviving her are her grand- 
chiid Kellan; five brothers, 
Harvey, Charlie, Anthony, 
Cornell and Juan; and two 
sisters, Maxine and Lizzietta, 
and her “adopted” daughter 
and grandchildren, Heather, 
Jaylyn, Landry, and Mignon. 
A memorial service took 
place at the Kingdom Hall of 


Jevovah’s Witness in 
Romulus. Penn Funeral 
Home, 3015 S._ Inkster, 


Inkster, MI Mr. James H. Penn 
& Son, Directors Tri-County 
Cremation Service 


Selena Martin is survived by 
her mother Melzina Martin, 
father Willie Shaw, life-long 
companion Reginald Keefe 
lockhart, Daja-nay “Na Na” 


Latrese Martin, Zaira 
Sha’Kenya Doris Martin, 
La’Sheena “Sheena” 


Thomasiena Lockhart; sib- 
lings: Toni Lee Martin(Oredo 
Thomas), Julia Nicole Martin, 
Arlee Melzina Martin, 
Anthony Wilson Jr.(Leslie 
Gomez), Jakara and 
Diamond Shaw; aunts and 
uncles, Frank Martin Jr. 
(Michella Martin), Curtis Lee 
Martin (Beatrice Martin), 
Gregory Martin (Jovan 
Martin), James Martin, Selina 
Smith, Doris Martin, nine 
nieces, four nephews, best 
friend Toby Crowder, one 
God-son, a host of cousins 
and friends and her in-laws, 
Regina, Sabrina, Lorenzo 
and Bobby Lockhart. 

Penn Funeral Home Chapel, 


3015 S. Inkster, Inkster, MI, 
Elder Nathan Fisher, 
Officiating Interment, 


Westlawn Memorial Gardens, 
Wayne, MI 





Jerome, and Ricky; 2 sisters, 
Jessie and Debra; one broth- 
er-in-law, Michael Calloway; 
one aunt, Elizabeth Taylor; 16 
grandchildren; 5 _ great- 
grandchildren; 2 special 
friends, Caroline Jones and 
Wendy Brooks and a host of 
nieces, nephews, relatives 
and friends. Pastor Lindsay, 
Minister Leevern Borders 
Penn Funeral Home, 3015 S. 
Inkster, Inkster, MI Interment, 
Knollwood Memorial Park 
1299 Ridge Rd., Canton, MI 


Nathan D. Davis Sept.20, 
1957- Nov. 02, 2008 
Nathan Bae away on 


November 2, 2008. 
Memories of Nate and the 
love we shared will forever 
remain in our hearts. He 
leaves to cherish, his mother, 
Clora Mae Davies; 
three brothers: 
Davis,Jr. (Tonya), Floyd Davis 
(Abby), Joseph Davis; two 


Huey 


sisters: Carolyn D. Thomas 


(William), Sonya D. Davis; 
three aunts: Louise, Beatric, 
Fannie; one uncle, Sonny, 
and a host of nieces and 
nephews, cousins = and 
friends. The Penn Funeral 
Home 3015 S._Inkster, 
Inkster, MI Elder Ronald P 
Springer, Officiating True 
Love Evangelistic Ministry Tri- 
County Cremation Services 


Sunrise: June 15, 1923 

Sunset: November 9, 2008 
Eunice Watson 
She leaves to cherish her 
memory her loving son LRoy 


Watson Jr. (Robin), one 
extended daughter Sharon 
Slagle (Tom), Six grandchil- 
dren: Angela (Jerry), Yolanda 
(Gerald), LeRoy Watson Ill 
(Shalanda), Chanel, Robert 
and Brian. One _ favorite 
cousin Dolores Brown, two 
very special friends Jackie 
and Karen. She leaves a host 
of great-grandchildren, fami- 
ly & Pilgrim Travelers, 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
2945 John Daly, Inkster, MI, 

Rev. Charlie Knighten, 
Officiating Penn Funeral 
Home, 3015 S. Inkster Rd., 





i 
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duties, 
Mechanical abilty. 
Emergency Security 
Response. 
Posting closes November 
25, 2008. 
Apply on-line at 
http://wwesd. 
net or come to Human 
Resources 
to access the online 
application system -EOE- 
Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools, 36745 Marquette, 
Westland, MI 48185 


34. Specialized 
Services 


TRUCK & TRAILER 
PARKING 
Storage Trailers 
Available! Located @ 
Middlebelt & |-94 
Larry or Dean 
#734-946-7556 


Howard’s Towing & 
Collision, 35830 Van 
Born Rd., Wayne, MI 
48184, 734-326-1114 
Auction, November 25, 
2008, 1:00pm, Cash Only, 
All Vehicles “Sold As Is” 
1997 MERCURY SABLE 
1 MELM50U4VA636969 
1986 FORD BRONCO 
1FMDU15N2GLA78851 
1992 TOYOTA CAMRY 
4T1SK12E1NU044165 
1990 CHEVROLET VAN 
2GBEG25K7L41 27184 
1994 CHEVROLET LUMINA 
1GNDUO6LORT1 27714 
1995 FORD ESCORT 
1FASP11J9SW310431 
1988 PLYMOUTH RELIANT 
3P3BP41K5JT861478 
1994 FORD RANGER 
1FTCR15X4RPA31450 
1993 FORD THUNDERBIRD 
1FAPP624XPH220616 





60. Misc. Sales 


BUILDING FOR SALE 
Great Location for New 
Business, Stand alone, 
Approx.1400 sq.ft., 
4427 Inkster, Inkster 
#313-969-1818 / 
flipdetroit.com 





61. Misc. Items 


NEW QUEEN 
ORTHOPEDIC 
PILLOWTOP 
Mattress & Box Set 
$150 
w/warranty 
New in Plastic 
Can Deliver 
734-326-2744 


121. Autos Wanted 





i 





All brand NEW in boxes 


87. Rooms For Rent 


Refrigerator, microwave, 


88. Duplexes | 
For Rent | 


Bedroom Suite 
$395 
Must Sell 





NEW in Bag 
Can Deliver 
F 734-721-3799 


AAA Willow Acres 
Motel, low daily and 
weekly rates. 


Cable TV. 
Call 734-721-1220 
Tel-96 Inn 
~ 313-535-4100 
Fairlane in Novi 
248-347-9999 


Days Inn/Sunrise Motel 


734-427-1300 


No Sec.Dep.(per credit 
report),No Application 
Fee,Some 
restrictions apply. 

Call #313-920-966(24hrs.), 

Can Deliver or 


Near Wayne Road 
Quiet and clean 1 BR 
Heat and water inc. 
Ideal for singles 
and retirees. 

No Pets 
$450 moves you in 
with approved credit 
Sec. 8 welcome 
313-247-2075 


Wayne - 2 Bedroom 
Fireplace, Garage $550/ 
MO + Security Deposit. 

Call #734-487-1273 


Call: 734-522-1512 


WAYNE, MI 
Quiet 1 Bedrm, 
Well maintained 


(734) 637-2012 #734-444-5185, Heat/water/A/C inc. 
#734-444-5212 No pets 
Great for singles 
$200 KING PILLOWTOP & retirees 
3-piece Mattress $490/month 
& Split-box Set WAYNE Call a manager @ 


734-729-2108 or 
734-718-9521 
or owner @ 
734-718-3562 


96. Houses 


For Rent 





Inkster 
Newly decorated 3 
bedroom, appliances 
included. $700/month 
plus security deposit. 
section 8 accepted. 
Call #734-641-2009 





ADULT CARRIER ROUTES 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN: 


NEW LOWER RENTS! 
Winter Utility Allowance! 
WESTLAND-NORWAYNE 

Call for list of 


-'clean,-renovated' 2 &'3 BR’ 


duplexes. Section 8 wel- 
come 
City Inspected 
Lead Paint safe. 
Some pets permitted. Flex- 
ible move-in cost. 

No application fee 
Most credit accepted 
Professional local full-time 
management and service. 
Office at 2365 S. Venoy. 


Belleville, Inkster, 


Northville, Plymouth,,. 
Romulus, Wayne and 


Westland 


The Journal 


89. Apartments 
For Rent 


OAKLAND MANOR APART- 
NOVEMBER SPECIAL 
Large One Bedrooms, 
No Sec.Dep. (per credit 


report),No Application 
Fee,Some restrictions 


Norplex Associates 
734-722-6444 
EHO 


WESTLAND 
3 Bedroom Duplex 
New windows, 
New siding, 
$575/month 
Call 734-722-0160 
for appointment 





Newspapers 


Call 734-467-1900 today! 


34. Specialized Services 





BRATCHER ELECTRIC 


MENTS 
till December 1st., 


Starting at $495/mo., 


apply. 
Call #313-920- 
5966(24hrs.),or 
#734-444-5185, 
#734-444-5212 





Tom Lynch * Manager 
Jim Henley * Director 


COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 
Remodeling » Service * City Repairs 


es 734-722-0037 


35728 Van Born » Wayne 


Yay WILLA 
DIRECTORY 
Harry J. 


34567 Michigan Ave., Wayne, MI 48184 


Will 


Funeral Homes 


(734) 721-5600 


Also in Livonia 
& Redford 





Inkster, MI Mr. James H. Penn 
& Sons, Directors 
Metropolitan Memorial Park, 
Belleville, Ml 


30. Help Wanted 


Babysitter Needed 
Immediately 
in Inkster. $700 - weekly 
Must LOVE children! 
Call #678-318-3650 


UHT FUNERAL HOME 


Harold Rediske Jr., Director 
Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 
35400 Glenwood Road 
Westland, Ml 48186 ¢ (734) 721-8555 
www.uhtfuneralhome.com 


















24 HOUR SERVICE * FAX 278-7314 


The Penn Funeral Home 


“The Funeral Home You Can Believe In” 
JAMES H. PENN & SON 
3015 S. Inkster Rd. 
Inkster, MI 48141 





June 26, 1940- 
November 7, 2008 
John O. Davis Sr. 

Precious memories of John 
shall forever live in the hearts 
of his family. Celebrating his 
homegoing are his beloved 


June 5, 1943- 
November 9, 2008 
Bettie Joe Briggs, Bettie 
leave to cherish her memory: 
9 children: Rocky, David, 





313- aig 6300 
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Counseling — 





Auto Salvage 





Handyman 









_ Services Call 
A-1 Auto Motivational “i : a 
Salvage & Scrap Bae TWO MEN AND A TRUCK. Roofing & Repairs 734-467-1900 
We Buy Scrap Metal powerment Movers Mua cote 
NK Oxes, : : 
Ferrous & Non-Ferrous & Assoc. On line) Done Hight Packaging Supplies Sp ecial on Shingles to place Your 


Cert. State Truck Scale ¢ Substance Abuse Treatment and Packaging 


734-451-9888 


Pick-up or Drop-off ¢ Substance Abuse Classes ie Services {or FREE i 
2574 Stat e °Mental Health Treatment America's #1 Handyman your Home or Business 
Business Move ESTIMATES 
Ypsilanti, MI *DLAD Assessment Small to medium Free Estimates c 
(734) 483-0901 “Anger Management size projects Se oN and Service 
_ *Domestic Violence Call 


| 
Counseling Center 
| 
| 


734-722-6683 


wWwWww.twomen.com 


and "Honey do items" 
On WOW cable channel 14 


734-326-2835 Directory ad. 
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ROMULUZ PUBLIC LIBRARY 
11127 Wayne Road 
Romulus, MI 48174 





1 (734) 942-7589 





Vikings deliver 


Inkster heads to semi finals 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


Neither rain nor snow nor hail nor gloom 
of an early winter keeps the mighty Vikings 
from the swift gridiron triumphs of their 
appointed contest. 

The Vikings faced it all but nothing was 
going to stop them from delivering. 

The Inkster Vikings faced several ele- 
ments, including a fierce pack of Chelsea 
Bulldogs, in the course of one football game. 
But they still got the job done with a 16-13 vic- 
tory in a Division 3 regional championship 
bout at Romulus Middle School on Saturday. 

The Vikes now move on to the state semifi- 
nal against Bloomfield Hills Lahser this 


Saturday at Birmingham Seaholm High. 


School—one step away from Ford Field. 

The relentless barrage of ice, snow and 
rain was just one of the challenges the Vikings 
faced. 

Inkster was awarded home field advantage 
but that turned into an away game at a neutral 
site. The venue changed to Romulus Middle 
School to accommodate the droves of Chelsea 
fans known to follow the team. 

The artificial turf at Romulus was also slick 
but that didn’t stop the running game for 
either team. The Vikings faced the biggest 
‘Dog in the house, junior running back Nick 
Hill. 

Hill rushed for 320 yards the week before. 
The Inkster defense held the running phenom 
to 168 yards and zero touchdowns on Saturday 
not including the 80-yard kickoff return for a 
touchdown to open the second half. 

Junior quarterback Devin Gardner rushed 
for 122 yards and both of Inkster’s touchdowns 
and was 4for-9 for 25 yards passing in the wet 
conditions. 

“Tt was tough—it was cold,’ he said of the 
conditions, The team _kept playing; hard and 

the line kept blocking hard» We couldh't pass 
the ball very much—it was really cold—but 
we got it done. We just got it done.” 

Gardner did whatever it took to keep the 
ball moving forward while alluding tacklers 
and turning several third-and-long plays into 
first downs. 

“T just wanted to win,” he added. “T’'ll do 
whatever it takes to win and that’s what I did.” 

He wasn't the only one willing to do what- 
ever was needed of him. 

Inkster senior running back Alan Freeman 
carried for 21 times for 91 yards in the effort. 
Freeman’s stellar defensive play disrupted 
Chelsea’s attack. He racked up 10 tackles and 
defended two passes. 

One of the key drives for Inkster was the 
first possession of the game. The Vikings held 
on to the ball for nearly eight and a half min- 
utes before Gardner rolled to the outside on a 





Canton senior running back Kiere Daniels (2) tries to get by Stevenson's 
Kyle Hobbins (51) during a 38-31 loss to the Spartans in a Division 1 
regional final at Canton on Friday night. 
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Spartans ups 


four-yard keeper. Senior running back Kevin 
Brown battled his way into the end zone for 
the two-point conversion and an 8-0 advan- 
tage. 

‘What we did was keep the ball away from 
a great tailback,” said Inkster Coach Greg 
Carter of the long drive. “We had the ball a 
good seven or eight minutes and that helped. 
That was the best way for us to start the game 
off because it allowed us to build confidence 
and momentum.” 

Both teams tried to keep their footing 
through the rest of the first and most of the 
second until Gardner punched in a one-yard 
keeper with 1:29 left in the half. He then con- 
nected with senior wide receiver Cameron 
Gordon for the two-point conversion to make 
ita 16-0 game. 

The two-score lead didn’t last long. 

Hill opened the second half with his 80- 
yard return up the right side to narrow the 
lead, 16-6. That didn’t dampen the Vikings’ 
spirit. . 

“We still believed—you can’t stop believ- 
ing.,” Gardner said. ‘That didn’t do anything 
but get their hopes up.” 

Inkster struggled offensively in the second 
half and had a scare when Gardner went 
down clinching his right leg. He only had a 
cramp but it was bad enough to sideline him 
for part of the fourth quarter. 

“We made a couple of mistakes when he 
wasn’t in there and offensively gave them a 
chance,” Carter said. 

With 1:09 left to play in the fourth, Chelsea 
senior quarterback Michael Roberts escaped 
for a 14-yard jaunt to pay dirt. He kicked the 
extra point to maker it a 16-13 game. 

But the contest was far from over. The 
Bulldogs recovered an onside kick for a 
chance to tie or win. 

Inkster stood tough, though. 

| The’ biggest play of the game was when 
sophomore Donovan. Lindsay—with plenty of 
real estate to make up—caught up with a 
wide-open Steven O’Keefe and jarred a pass 
loose in the end zone on third down. 

On fourth down with 11 seconds to go, a 
scrambling Roberts fired a shot that Inkster 
senior defensive back Damond Smith inter- 
cepted, ending the game. 

‘We never really held them in their territo- 
ry and we always had to make plays in the red 
zone,” Carter said. ““We did a good job of mak- 
ing plays when we had to because they moved 
the ball extremely well after we had that first 
long drive.” 

Senior strong safety Jose McNeal recov- 
ered a fumble at the Inkster 18 and returned 
to the Chelsea 38. He also earned a sack on 
the day. Senior linebacker Darnell Morris led 


See Vikings, page 8 
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Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


Canton was a part of one of the 
biggest upsets in high school foot- 
ball this season. 

Unfortunately for the Chiefs, it 
didn’t belong to them. 

The Chiefs were ready to book 
the buses for a trip to Spartan 
Stadium at Michigan State 
University when they led visiting 
Livonia Stevenson by two touch- 
downs with less than eight min- 
utes left in a Division 1 regional 
championship on Friday night. 

But it was like someone let the 
air out of the tires and left the 
Chiefs stranded in Canton 
Township. 

The Spartans stormed back 
with three unanswered tallies for 
a 38-31 victory and took Canton’s 
spot in the state semifinal bout in 
East Lansing on Saturday. 

“Tt’s a game we lost,” said 
Canton Coach Tim Baechler. 
‘“There’s no question about it We 
didn’t get beat tonight—we lost it 
through all of our mistakes.” 

Canton took a 31-17 lead on a 
five-yard run by junior halfback 
Ron Gaudi—his fourth touch- 
down of the night—with 7:53 left 
to play before the unthinkable 
happened. 

Stevenson senior quarterback 
Jacob Gudeman connected with 
senior running back Wade Stahl 
for a 26-yard score to cut into the 
lead, 31-24, with 6:07 left. 

Three minutes later Stevenson 


senior defensive back Zeb Bacigal 
scooped up a rare Canton fumble 
and returned it 30 yards fora 
score, knotting the game at 31, 
with 3:17 left to play. 

Canton went three and out on 
its next possession, handing the 
ball over to Stevenson with 2:19 
left. Two plays later junior run- 


I) 
I’m so proud of our sen- 
iors. They led the way all 

season, all summer. They 

were not happy with a 5-4 
_ season the year before and 
we were so young on 
: "ofense we over achieved 
-a little bit this year. I'm very, 
very proud of these guys. 
Canton Coach — 
Tim Baechler 











ning back Austin White capped off 
the scoring with a six-yard run 
and 1:41 left to play. 

“We were in total control,” 
Baechler said. “They never 


stopped us until we had to throw. » 


Our turnovers killed us—especial- 
ly the one they returned for a 
touchdown. Our kickoff team was 
terrible and our kickoff coverage 
was terrible. We have to work on 
that in the off season to get better” 


“ 





Inkster junior quarterback Devin Gardner (7) looks for running room against Chelsea 
defenders during a Division 3 regional championship match at Romulus High School on 
Saturday. Gardner ran for 122 yards and both of Inkster's scores to win the game, 16-13. 





Inkster senior running back Alan Freeman (2) stiff arms Chelsea tackler Zach Giller to pick 
up extra yards on Saturday. Freeman finished with 91 yards rushing. 


t Chiefs in regional finale game 


Gaudi was the bright spot for 
Canton. He rushed for 166 yards 
on 17 carries and scored every 
Canton touchdown. On top of his 
fourth quarter touchdown, he 
scored on a two-yard plunge for 
the only tally in the first quarter 
and a one-yard push to make it a 
14-0 game six seconds into the sec- 
ond quarter. And he added anoth- 
er one-yarder with 2:12 left in the 
third to make it a 24-17 game. 

“Gaudi needed that for his con- 
fidence,’ Baechler said. ““He had 
some injury problems and he 
came back strong and finally got 
his quickness back.”’ 

Dan Stoney was a perfect 4for- 
4 on extra point attempts and he 
booted a 24-yard field goal at 3:46 
of the second to make it a 17-3 
game. 

Senior running back Kiere 
Daniels added 97 yards on the 
ground for Canton. 

All in all, it was a good year for 
the offensively young Chiefs. 

‘Tm so proud of our seniors,” 
Baechler said. ‘““‘They led the way 
all season, all summer. They were 
not happy with a 54 season the 
year before and we were so young 
on offense we over achieved a lit- 
tle bit this year. m very, very 
proud of these guys.” 

Teams will have to watch out 
for Canton next year as they 
return eight players to the 
offense—five linemen—and prac- 
tically their entire backfield. 

“We’re very excited for next 
year,” Baechler said. 


: age 
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CITY OF ROMULUS 
REQUEST TO RECEIVE BIDS 
BID 08/09-11 - GIS BASED ASSET 
MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 


The City of Romulus, Michigan is seeking bids from qualified vendors for the above 
item/items. 


(1) Qualified individuals and firms wishing to submit bids must use forms provided 
by the City. Bid forms and specifications may be obtained from Lynn A, Conway, 
Purchasing agent, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, Michigan, by calling (734) 955- 
4568 or by emailing Icon@ci.romulus.mi.us or are available to download from the 
“Bid Requirements” section on the City of Romulus Web Site, 


http://ci.romulus.m1.us 


(2) Bids must be submitted in sealed envelopes and returned to the City Clerk's 
Office no later than 3:00 pm, Wednesday; December 17, 2008. At approximately 
3:15 pm all timely received bids are to be publicly opened and read. 


BID ENVELOPES MUST BE ADDRESSED: 









CITY OF ROMULUS CLERK’S OFFICE 

BID 08/09-11 - GIS BASED ASSET MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
11111 Wayne Road, 
Romulus, Michigan 


(1) The City reserves the right to reject all bids and proposals and to waive technicalities. 


(2) For additional information contact Lynn A, Conway, City of Romulus Purchasing 
Agent, by calling (734) 955-4568 or by emailing Iconway@ci.romulus.m1.us 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING 









The Charter Township of Van Buren Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 at 7:30 p.m., in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler 
Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, and Wayne County, Michigan. 


The Public Hearing relates to the following described property: 

This is a portion of parcel with the tax ID number V125-83-074-01-0001-010. This prop- 
erty is located on the East side of Rawsonville Road, South of Gove Road and North of W. 
Huron River Drive. A map indicating the location of the subject site is included below. 
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The applicant is requesting special use approval. A special use approval is required for 
Drive-in restaurants per Section 12.03 (d) of the Zoning Ordinance. Written comments 
will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Services until 5:00p.m., December 
10, 2008, the date of the hearing. 


In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a 
disability should feel free to contact the Department of Developmental Services at least | 
seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting accommodations. 


Posted: 
Publish: 


November 20, 2008 
November 20, 2008 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 


Community Development Block Grant 
Use of Funds 


On Tuesday December 2, 2008, in accordance with guidelines of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, Van Buren Township will hold the second public hear- 
ing on the proposed use of the Township’s 2009 Community Development Block Grant 
funds. The Public Hearing will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the Van Buren Township Hall 
located at 46425 Tyler Road. 


The estimated funding level for the 2009 CDBG Budget Year is $135,000. The CDBG 


program gives priority to those qualified activities which further national objectives. 
These objectives are: 


* Assist low and moderate-income persons 
e Address slum or blight conditions 
* Meet a particularly urgent community development need 


The following projects are proposed and subject to approval by the Board of Trustees: 


Senior Services - Public Services 


° A portion (23%) of the Senior Director’s wages $11,500.00 

¢ Transportation coordinator | $10,900.00 

¢ Telephone reassurance staff person $ 9,100.00 

¢ Senior Center administrative intern $ 7,000.00 
Senior Services - Bricks & Mortar . 

¢ Office area additions $10,500.00 
Parks & Recreation - Public Services 

Youth Services 

¢ Takin’ It To The Streets $14,000.00 

¢ Youth instruction and activities $ 6,000.00 
Parks & Recreation Brick & Mortar projects 

¢ Physical fitness area for youth/closet rebuild $ 5,000.00 
ADA Project 

* ADA accessible drop box — Township Hall $ 10,000.00 
Demolition $ 37,500.00 
Planning / Administration $ 13,500.00 
Total Funding $135,000.00 


Written comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Services until 
5:00 p.m., Tuesday December 2, 2008. 


In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a 
disability should feel free to contact the Department of Developmental Services at least 
seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting accommodations. 


Leon Wright, Township Clerk 
Charter Township of Van Buren 


Publish November 20, 2008 


always going to be like that. To see what 
kind of resolve the team has and how much 
they are going to suck it up was good for us. 
We had to play every down in this game.” 

Inkster (11-1) heads to Birmingham 
Seaholm High School to play the nearby 
Bloomfield Hills Lahser (11-1) at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday in the state semifinals. 

The victor plays the winner of the East 
Grand Rapids-Stevensville Lakeshore game 

“Tt was a good day for us to win a tough —_ in the Division 3 state championship game 
game,” Carter said. “Our games have been at Ford Field at 7:30 pm on Saturday, Nov. 
lopsided and you know that they aren't 29. 


Vikings 


FROM PAGE 7 





the defense with 12 tackles. Gordon added 
six tackles. 

The slim victory was a complete opposite 
of Inkster’s two lopsided playoff wins that 
the Vikings outscored opponents, 102-0. 
















CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 






Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning Commission will 
hold a Public Hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler Road, Charter 
Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, Michigan 48111 on Wednesday December 10, 
2008 at 7:30 p.m. 


The Public Hearing relates to the following described property: 





The property is located on west side of Belleville Road, between Ecorse Road and Robson 
Road, tax ID number V125-83-033-99-0032-000, or more commonly known as 7782 
Belleville Road. A map indicating the location of the subject site is included below: 
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The applicant is requesting a modification to construct a detached accessory building with 
an area that exceeds the maximum permitted ground coverage by 126 square feet as regu- 
lated by Section 4.14 of the Township Zoning Ordinance 06-02-92, as amended. 


Written comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Services until 
5:00 p.m. on the date of the hearing. In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, individuals with a disability should feel free to contact the Department of » 
Developmental Services at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting accom- 
modations. 


Publish: November 20, 2008 


MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
ROMULUS CITY COUNCIL HELD NOVEMBER 3, 2008 
IN THE ROMULUS CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER: 
11111 S. WAYNE ROAD, ROMULUS, MICHIGAN 48174. 


The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Pro Tem Randolph Gear. 
Present: John Barden, Ellen Craig-Bragg, LeRoy Burcroff, Harry Crout, William Crova, 
Excused: Randolph Gear, William Wadsworth : 
Administrative Officials in Attendance: 

Linda R. Choate, Clerk 

Pamela Morrison Kersey, Treasurer, CMFA, Treasurer 


1. Motion by Crova; supported by Barden to approve the agenda as amended. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes-Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova. 
Nays - None 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-348 
2. Motion by Bragg, supported by Crout to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
the Romulus City Council held October 27, 2008. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously 


3A. None 
4. Motion by Crova, supported by Bragg, to accept the Chairpersons Report. 


~ Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova. 
Nays - None.’ . 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


5. None. 

08-349 
6C1. Motion by Crova, supported by Barden to concur with the recommendation of 
City Attorney, Barry Seifman and approve the appointment of Wayne County as 
Representative Petitioner for Contested Case with regard to the 2008 Storm Water Permit 
attempting to be imposed by the Michigan Department of-Environmental Quality. 


Roll Call Vote Showing- Ayes Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova. 
Nays-None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
08-350 
6C2. Motion by Bragg, supported by Barden to concur with the recommendation of 
City Attorney, Barry Seifman. ' 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova. 
Nays - None. : , 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


12. Motion by Bragg, supported by Barden to adjourn the regular meeting of the Romulus 
City Council. ae 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Barden, Bragg, Burcroff, Crout, Crova. 
Nays - None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Linda R. Choate, City Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 


I, Linda R. Choate, Clerk for the City of Romulus, Michigan do hereby certify the forego- 
ing to be a true copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Romulus City Council 
held on November 3, 2009. 


Linda R. Choate, City Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 
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Belleville Lady Tigers huddle up before a Bare semifinal bout against Airport Carleton at Saline High School 
last Tuesday. Airport ended the Tigers' district championship season in three games (12-25, 18-25, 18-25). 


Belleville’s valiant effort 
falls short at regionais 





Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


The Belleville Lady Tigers’ 
valiant season came to halt on 
Tuesday night, when they fell to 
Airport Carleton in three games of a 
Division 1 Region 2A semifinal at 
Saline. 

The scores (12-25, 18-25, 18-25) 
didn’t reflect the effort Belleville 
showcased through the regular sea- 
son or in the district tournament 
where the Tigers beat Ypsilanti, 
Romulus and a very tough John 
Glenn squad to nab the district 
crown and move on to the regional 
tournament. 

Belleville didn’t necessarily play 
bad:-Airportjust proved to bea team 
that opponents can’t get behind early. 
against. 

At the start of the first game, the 
teams traded points before the 
Hornets went on a 8-4 spree and 
then a 9-2 rally to go up, 19-7. 
Belleville struggled to get back into 
the game before airport put the 
game away, 25-12. 

The Lady Tigers faced a similar 
fate in the second game. 

After taking a 2-0 lead, the 
Hornets responded with an 8-1 run 
that gave them the lead. They led by 
as Many as nine points, but the 
Tigers refused to go away as they 
clawed their way back into the game, 
narrowing the gap, 17-22. Belleville’s 
flash of brilliance ended and Airport 
came away with the 25-18 victory 
and a 2-0 lead in the best-of-five 
match. 


! 
iN el 
Belleville senior Brittany Blaszczak, left, tips a shot over Airport blockers Avery Bodenmiller 


(10) and Jordan Erz, right, for one of her seven kills in a regional semifinal at Saline last 
Tuesday. Airport won the match in three games. 


In game-three Belleville raced to 
a 4-1 lead but couldn’t hang on. 
Service and hitting errors opened 
the door for the Hornets, who 
stormed back to take an 8-7 advan- 
tage. It was nip and tuck the rest of 
the way until Airport’s towering jun- 
ior Jordan Erz caught fire. The mid- 
dle hitter had three straight kills to 


put the Hornets up, 19-16. She added > 


another kill to go up, 20-17. 

Belleville senior Samantha Cole 
notched a block kill for Belleville’s 
final point to make it 18-21. Then 
Belleville knocked it out on the next 
set and Airport finished the game off 
with three unanswered points—two 
of them aces, including match point, 
by senior Nicole Olson. 

“It just didn’t go our way today,” 
said. Belleville Coach Sam Villa, 
“You can’t make mistakes and we 
made a lot of errors. We made a lot of 
hitting errors, a lot of blocking 
errors—we were in the net probably 
three, four times—serve and receive 
we didn’t pass the ball as well as we 
usually do. 

“Airport is well coached and they 
hardly make any mistakes and if you 


make the errors they get on top’ of’ 


you,” he added. “It just wasn’t our 
day today and I wish it were.” 

Senior hitter Ashley Blaszezak 
led the Tiger attack with seven kills. 
She had 12 digs on the night. Senior 
Megan Gohl had 18 digs and two 
aces and Shana Tooley added 12 digs 
and four aces. Senior Brittany Villa 
led the team with 19 assists and had 
one block. 

“T told the girls to not be ashamed 











and keep their heads up even 
though it looked as bad as it did 
because we had a great season,” 
Coach Villa said. ‘““We played a lot of 
good teams and played them close 
and we just didn’t get it done when it 
needed to get done. I have a great 
group of girls and I wish them all 
well.” 

Belleville loses eight seniors to 
graduation in June, including 
Blaszezak, Shakiyla Price, Gohl, 
Brittany Villa, Tooley, Rachel 
Morrissey, Stacy Stoker and Cole. 

“T wish all of my seniors well and 
they've had a good volleyball season 
at Belleville,’ Sam Villa said. “In 
middle school I don't think they lost 
any. At high school we’ve won 
league; we’ve wonidistricts and they 


_haye nothing to be ashamed of. They 


had a good career in volleyball.” 

Sam Villa returns four juniors: 
Kee) elitsvieany, 
Shuckel—who 
had six digs 
against Airport— 
Samantha Kole, 
Nicole Rodgers, 
Daysza Lewis, 
making the 2009 
season a rebuild- 
ing year. 

“Next year 
we're going to be 
pretty young,” 
Sam Villa said. 
“That will hurt a 
little bit but that’s 
why we have an 
off-season to get 
them ready.” 


Stuffing 
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Baked Rosemary Chicken 
Baked Honey Dijon Salmon 
Mashed Potatoes 


Homemade Lasagna 
Pasta Primavera 
w/Alfredo Sauce 


$21.99 for adults / $9.99 for children ages 3-10 
Thanksgiving Hours of Operation 1lam-Spm 
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$675 


Direct Cremation 


NO aes FEE'S 


3499 


Includes visitation, ihe and simple casket 





-Sensible Eee - Pre-need Insurance. 
-New comfortable faculity with 3 Lounges -2 
for the Kids. 

-Live world wide webcasting. 

-Memorial tribute movie with every service. 
Risko Ferguson Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Services 
2401 S. WAYNE RD. WESTLAND 


134-728-1900 


KEVIN B. FERGUSON MANAGER/OWNER 
www.riskoferguson.com 


Watch for daily news updates on our website 
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DENTURES.. aa aS ee hae 
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Dentures are all we do 


- Have you lost your smile? 
- Do you hate your dentures the way they look or fit? 
- Are you told “This is it” or “You need implants’’? 


m= OO OO ee ee 6 mt ee oS 


We have a combined 87 years of experience to deliver highest 
quality dentures that "WORK". 


- In-house lab for highest possible service. 
- Free consultation. 

- Affordable prices. 

- We work with most insurance plans. 

- Credit cards accepted. 


Call for an appointment today at 734-461-9000 


AUGUSTA DENTURE CENTER LLC 
Robert V. Utterback DDS 


We are located at 10330 McKean Rd, Willis, MI 48191 
(Between Judd and Talladay Rds, west of Rawsonville Rd, five miles south of I-94, exit 187) 


Let Station 885 make Thanksgiving Day easy and 
delicious for your family with our Spectacular Buffet! 


Carved Roast Beef Fresh Vegetables 
Roasted Turkey Baked Mac and Cheese 
Carved Ham Assorted Salads 


Peel and Eat Shrimp 

Fresh Fruit 

Assorted Appetizers 

Chocolate Fountain, Cheesecakes, 
Pumpkin Pie, Cookies, Eclairs, 
Cannolis, and other assorted desserts 
And other surprises too! 


—_—_— 


Reservations Suggested! 


Bx 


Bae 


885 Starkweather | 
Plymouth - (734) 459-0889 


BN rete ae 






M-TH: 11:00AM-11:00PM - F-SA: 11:00AM-1:00AM - SUN: 10:00AM-1 0:00PM 


www.station885.com 
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il list your home for a low, flat fee. 
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Set ep epee ani a oa nian 


Finally a full service real estate company that sets a reasonable fee to sell your home. The internet has changed 
the way we do business and thanks to the internet we can reduce our fees to save our clients THOUSANDS! 


915 S. Main - Plymouth MI 48170 


734-455-2800 


www.flatraterealtyplymouth.com 
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ML S) *Savings based on nationa 


Statisuics lor ¢ “|r ate Rec *¢ : 0 one ruby . 7 wes : : 3 
or all Flat Rate Realty offices compared to paying a 6% commission. **6% is used for comparison purposes only. Commissions are negotiable and not set by law. © 2006, Flat Rate Realty, Inc. 
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